
Town of Sharon 
School Committee 
Meeting Minutes 
April 15, 2020 
 
This Open Meeting of the Sharon School Committee was conducted remotely consistent with 
Governor’s Baker Executive Order of March 12, 2020, due to the current State of Emergency in 
the Commonwealth due to the COVID-19 Virus. This order allows public bodies to meet 
remotely as long as reasonable public access is afforded so the public can follow along with the 
deliberations of the meeting.  For this meeting, the School Committee convened by 
video/teleconferencing via Zoom and members of the public were provided with access 
information so that they can follow the meeting remotely.  In addition, this meeting was live 
streamed and recorded by Sharon TV.   All votes were conducted via Roll Call.  
 
Meeting convened at 7:05 PM. 
 
Chair Hitter confirmed members who were present: 
Amy Garcia - present 
Judy Crosby - present 
Marcy Kaplan - present 
Heather Zelevinsky - present 
Katie Currul-Dykeman - present 
Fern Fergus - not present 
 
Chair Hitter confirmed members of the School Administration who were present: 
Dr. Victoria Greer - present 
Elizabeth Murphy - present 
 
Also present - Roseann DiPetro - counsel for the School District/School Committee 
 
Chair Hitter reviewed the ground rules for effective and clear conduct of the business and to 
ensure accurate meeting minutes. 
 
I. Public Feedback 

a. Chair Hitter read Open Forum Comments which were submitted by the public, 
prior to the meeting,  via an Open Google Document.  Those comments have been attached to 
these meeting minutes. 

b. Amy Garcia provided a summary of the School Committee Correspondence 
received between March 4, 2020 and April 14, 2020: 
 

● Sharon High School Mock Election Results and Data Analysis provided by Mr. O’Reilly 
from the Social Sciences Department 

● Support for Sharon High School Library Position 



● Black Student Union - Outreach to Sharon Public Schools, SMS, Diversifying the District 
Staff with a focus on the current open positions across the District and a request to be 
included in the search process - Dr. Greer replied to this email 

● Updated Information on Open Meeting Laws during COVID-19 
● East Solar Panel Project - varying opinions expressed regarding the feasibility of 

additional solar panels on the front East; the current project proposes panels on the side 
lot only 

● Request for the Solar Design Review Committee to present to School Committee - Chair 
Hitter responded 

● Request for Information - Dr. Jose Libano separation agreement 
● Concerns about SC Members posting on Social Media 
● Requests for Chromebooks as a follow up to remote learning - Dr. Greer has followed up 

with those requests 
 
COVID-19 Related 
Those inquiries can be classified into the following broad categories: 

● Requests to Cancel School - these emails were received through March 13, 2020 and 
focused on concerns about students in school and possible exposure of students and 
staff based on community members who may have attended the Biogen conference. 
Many of these emails provided the District with comparative information on the pandemic 
cases and experiences in other countries. 
On March 13, 2020, Sharon Public Schools closed. . 

● Requests to Prioritize Social Distancing - these emails were received through March 
13 and highlighted events occuring in the District where people were gathered in large 
groups.   The requests were to cancel or postpone these events. 
On March 11, 2020 in COVID Update #4, Dr. Greer announced that all such events had 
been postponed or cancelled. 

● Remote Learning During School Closure - these emails were received post March 13 
and highlighted questions and concerns about the School Closure period.   Clarification 
was requested on: 

○ how students would access/participate in remote learning 
○ how students would be provided with appropriate technology 
○ whether remote learning would be mandatory and grading 
○ whether remote learning would move curriculum forward 

As outlined in DESE guidance, the focus for remote learning was on enrichment and 
extended learning opportunities.  In recent weeks, Administrators, Curriculum 
Coordinators, Principals and educators have worked to determine the best way to 
implement remote learning. This is a complex process, with evolving guidance provided 
by DESE,  and must consider the needs of all of our students and ensure equity of 
access and support. Many of these issues have been addressed via Dr. Greer’s 
COVID-19 updates. 

● Plans for April Vacation and End of Year Date - parents requested clarification on 
how the school closure would impact the scheduled last day of school.   In addition, a 
variety of perspectives were offered on whether or not the District should suspend April 
vacation. 



These dates and decisions will be discussed later on this evening.  
 
 
II. Decision Items 

a. Home School Request 
Motion to Approve Home School Request Grade 3 Heights Elementary 
First: Amy Garcia 
Second: Judy Crosby 
Roll Call Vote: 

Amy Garcia - yes 
Judy Crosby - yes 
Marcy Kaplan - yes 
Heather Zelevinsky - yes 
Katie Currul-Dykeman - yes 
Jonathan Hitter - yes 
 

b. April Vacation  - Discussion and Decision to Suspend April Vacation 
Dr. Greer provided a brief summary of the various considerations in this decision 

including guidance from the Commissioner of Education and confirmation that working 
through April vacation could be counted as instructional days, impact bargaining with the 
Sharon Teachers Association, feedback from educators and the community.  The 
decision to suspend April vacation had overwhelming support from the educators; 
momentum has been gained in remote learning and the consensus was to continue and 
build on that work with our students.  

 
Motion:  To suspend April Vacation for the 4 days of April 21 - April 24 with the 

last day of school on June 18, 2020. 
First: Amy Garcia 
Second:    Katie Currul-Dykeman 
Roll Call Vote: 

Amy Garcia - yes 
Judy Crosby - yes 
Marcy Kaplan - yes 
Heather Zelevinsky - yes 
Katie Currul-Dykeman - yes 
Jonathan Hitter - yes 
 

III. Discussion Items 
a. Sharon as a School Choice District 

Dr. Greer provided background information on the annual vote which School 
Committees must take to determine whether they will participate in School Choice 
pursuant to MGL Chapter 76, Section 12B.  This vote must occur prior to June 1 each 
year.  Sharon Public Schools does not currently participate in School Choice.  The 
School Committee will hold further discussions on this issue at the May 6 meeting in 
preparation for a vote at the May 20 meeting.  The Administration will provide information 



(updated enrollment, grade levels where there may be availability for school choice 
participation) and come prepared with a recommendation to the School Committee at the 
upcoming May meetings.  
 

IV. Announcements and Updates 
a. Authorize the Chair to sign the MOA with the Sharon Teachers Association 
Jonathan Hitter provided a brief summary of the MOA with the STA for Remote Learning. 
The STA has ratified this agreement and the School Committee has approved the 
agreement.  Mr. Hitter provided four major highlights: 
 

○ Educators will introduce new learning, advance course curriculum, and provide 
learning  engagement opportunities for students anticipated to take the equivalent 
of approximately 50% of a normal school day during the school closure period. 
This learning will be via a combination of educator-directed learning and student 
self-directed learning. They will utilize varied tools and modes to engage learners 
that encourage applied learning opportunities (i.e. large/small group conference 
calls/video calls, projects, work packets, reading list, online learning platforms, 
and other resources as chosen by the educator) 

○ In an effort to support students socially, emotionally, and academically, teachers 
will be encouraged to utilize synchronous methods of communication to the 
extent that reasonable personal/professional discretion and circumstances 
permit.   They will also respond to parent emails in a timely manner. 

○ For grades K-5, student’s participation in their remote learning activities will be 
rated either “Participated” or “Did not Participate” to reflect a student’s activity 
during the School Closure period. 

○ For grades 6-12, each teacher will enter a rating of either “Credit” or “No Credit” 
for each communication/assignment requiring a response.  

 
Motion:  Authorize Chair Hitter to sign the Memorandum of Understanding with the 
Sharon Teachers Association 

First: Marcy Kaplan 
Second:   Amy Garcia 
Roll Call Vote:  

Amy Garcia - yes 
Judy Crosby - no 
Marcy Kaplan - yes 
Heather Zelevinsky - abstain 
Katie Currul-Dykeman - yes 
Jonathan Hitter - yes 
 
 
 
 

b. Other Announcements and Updates 
 
Dr. Greer provided several brief updates.  

● Based on discussions with the Commissioner last Tuesday, there is a 5 Billion 
dollar loss of revenue for the State of Massachusetts.  The legislature will relook 



at the State budget which could impact allocations to Towns and allocations to 
the District. 

● The Administration is working on contingency plans if Schools do not reopen on 
May 4; this will be shared with the School Committee in upcoming meetings. 

● The Administration is working with principals on remote learning plans and 
implementation so that expectations can be clear across the community and so 
we can continue to evolve remote learning.  

● If parents have questions or concerns regarding their children or expectations 
during remote learning, they should first reach out to their teachers and then 
reach out to their building principals.  

 
Heather Zelevinsky made a request based on urgency and importance to schedule an 
Executive Session agenda item to the next School Committee meeting per School 
Committee Policy BED. 
 
Motion for the School Committee to enter Executive Session at the next School 
Committee meeting to discuss strategy with respect to Collective Bargaining for Units A 
and B. 
First: Heather Zelevinsky 
Second:  Judy Crosby 
Roll Call Vote:Amy Garcia - yes 

Judy Crosby - yes 
Marcy Kaplan - yes 
Heather Zelevinsky - yes 
Katie Currul-Dykeman - yes 
Jonathan Hitter - yes 

 
Jonathan Hitter will work with the Administration and Counsel to determine the 
scheduling for this Executive Session. 
 
Judy Crosby asked the Administration work to determine/resolve the issue related to 
third quarter grading, in particular for High School students.  
 
Cottage Street School will hold a virtual Scholastic book fair. 
 
The Town of Sharon is holding a “Coping with Covid” session via Zoom on April 16, 
2020.  Information on this session is on the Town website.  
 
Marcy Kaplan encouraged members of the School Committee and Sharon Community to 
watch the Sharon Helps: An Interview with Dr. Greer which is posted on the District 
website.  The interview is conducted by Veronica Weisman and provides a 
comprehensive overview of all activities and decisions made during the COVID-19 
school closing and remote learning initiatives.  
 
Educators from the District will conduct a driving parade through Town on April 16, 2020.  



 
 
Motion to Adjourn: 8:03 PM 

First: Marcy Kaplan 
Second: Amy Garcia 
Roll Call Vote: 

Amy Garcia - yes 
Judy Crosby - yes 
Marcy Kaplan - yes 
Heather Zelevinsky - yes 
Katie Currul-Dykeman - yes 
Jonathan Hitter - yes 

 
Documents: 

School Committee Agenda 4/15/20 
Open Forum Document 
School Committee Correspondence Summary 3/3/20 - 4/14/20 
STA Email regarding April recess 
SPS and STA MOA April 6, 2020 Final 
Homeschooling Request 
School Choice Tuition Information (DESE) 
School Choice FAQ’s (DESE) 
School Choice Advisory (DESE) 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1aqmqR65WkdkVi6YhmmdiqCBKQItZ67n2XxeHoSP5hjU/edit

